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Berke, Jacqueline and Wilson, Vivian 
Watch Out for the Weather 
Viking. May 226p. $2.95. 


Watch Out for the Weather semi-scientific presen- 
tation slowly accumlating facts, correlating the 
weather and our daily life. The authors seem re- 
verse old adage read thusly, thousand words 
are better than picture”. Not one graph, chart 
statistical table included the book. 


the relatively new science meteorobiology, several 
schools throughout the world are recording the weather 
changes and trying fit climatic cycles everything 
from the impishness children house-bound incle- 
ment weather the incidence malignant diseases. 
The strange part about the whole business that there 
does seem some sort pattern, the authors 
point out—many times. 


quote Berke and Wilson, “Physically weather can 
give you headache, heart palpitation; can send 
you the hospital with appendicitis. the mental 
side, weather can interfere with your speed adding 
income tax returns; can set off crime wave, 
major minor; can raise lower your I.Q.” 


The major portion the book primarily devoted 
proving that statement. many cases the proof 
qualitative, which understandable considering the 
infancy the science. Although evidence quan- 
titative variety not presented often, that which 
offered quite impressive even though second 
hand, for example, the statistics the late Ellsworth 
Huntington Yale University. statistics purport 
show that “children conceived May and June— 


‘develop into stronger and hardier adults—more intel- 


longer”. The study offered case for 


‘planned parenthood, i.e., letting the weather dictate 


the type procreation. This would seem carry- 
ing weather adoration too far. 


Perhaps the most interesting thing pointed out the 
book that cancer incidence relatively high the 
temperate zones, the absolute incidence increasing with 
distance from the equator. also pointed out that 
diabetes northern disease and that high blood pres- 
sure has almost zero incidence the tropics. 


“Evidence” presented also for the difference nor- 
mal daily routine between the North and South the 
activites southern warmth fol- 
low less energetic pattern that better suited the 
later decades life. The bustling northerner finds 


MAY 


John Jacklin, S.J. 


Associate Editors 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 
Eugene Willging 
(Catholic University) 


Business Manager 
Mildred Norton 
(Assistant Librarian) 


May 15, 1951 


PERIOD his working enthusiasm, and this 


all the good. Money-making schemes seem less en- 
ticing down South. one feels like maintaining 
swift, active pace. Indeed one cannot; the warmth 
makes impossible. the retired northener who 
finds idle life New York Chicago such bore 
should South where his new found leisure will 
tune with the climate and encouraged it.” 
interesting conjecture what Southern Chamber 
Commerce will think about that. slur man- 
power qualifications open invitation the sunny 
beaches? 


that the trek the sun-bathed climes will not 
restricted Mr. Moneybags, the authors digress from 
discussion weather suggest that such climate 
therapy for less fortunates financed newly 
created bureau Washington. Considering the bureaus 
now existant, comments such scheme are better 
left 


interesting history forms one 
chapter the book. This science “rain-making” 
progressing rapidly, and, the authors point out, 
fifteen dollars worth chemicals can produce 320,- 
000,000,000 gallons rain provided atmospheric con- 
ditions are right. 


was Hippocrates the fifth century B.C. who first 
pointed out the relation weather medical case 
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histories. Weather perturbations the human system 
have long been unknown factor clinical studies— 
why, for example, drug sometimes effective and 
sometimes the science meteorobiology 
seems making headway, not reducing the 
magnitude the unknown factor least finding 
some reproducible effects attributable it. 


The book makes interesting reading and especial 
interest people who deal with the human machine 
directly physicians indirectly pharmacologists, 
etc. Whether one agrees with all parts the book 
not, certainly provocative reading and worth the 
time spent doing so. caution, might said 
that the book should read slowly, perhaps chapter 
time, that the reader may not accept glibness 
expression substitute for statements scientific 


fact. 
Stephen Malaker, Ph.D., 
Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio 


Barrymore, Lionel (As told Cameron Shipp) 
Barrymores 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Apr. 22,1951. 311p. $3.50. 


Although the title misnomer, since concerned 
primarily with the career Lionel, this biography 
delightfully-written revelation some facets the 
family Barrymore. pithy, anecdotal, and seems 
intentionally casual: Mr. Shipp like protatic char- 
acter old Greek play whom the events are 
told refresh his memory and bring him date. 
And like that same character, the reader takes away 
from the work feeling that has not heard every- 
thing important. However, what has heard has 
liked great deal. 


The strongest impression one derives from reading the 
book the integrity and honesty Lionel: tries 
explain away his famous success the theatre 
series happenstances, “inspired from Very High 
Place”. This latter phase the closest Lionel comes 
achieving any sort moral tone throughout the 
work; intentionally reticent about much his 
inner attitudes, except the art acting (which 
admired Ethel and John high degree), his love 
for art and music, and his despair the current state 
the world. But these are asides rather pro- 
tracted and raffish soliloquy about his own self-detested 
career the legitimate theatre and his self-enjoyed 
career the movies. 


nature indolent and self-indulgent person, Lionel 
reveals that neither nor Jack had any great yearning 
part the Barrymore-Drew tradition. Lionel’s 
great love was and painting; tried Paris for 
four years, trying escape from the stage; but, his 
own admission, was deplorable that returned, 
achieving fame, and later fortune, such plays The 
Copperhead, The Jest, and Peter Ibbetson. From these 
went the more lucrative trade movie-mak- 
ing: they demanded less talent and paid much more 
money. 

Interestingly enough, behind the facade some flip 


badinage, there hidden the traceries more inter- 
esting design which never fully emerges into the clear 


Berke Barrymore Flack 


SELLERs 


light. Like some minor theme, keeps recurring 
throughout the work: attempt explain, catch 
the quicksilver which was the personality his dy. 
namic brother, John. Lionel, much the mis 
understanding which exists seems have been result 
promiscuous and unfounded stories about that 
nificent actor. cite one outstanding example, 
popular misconception that Jack died 
labors correct that one: John 
ceived Extreme Unction from Father John O’Don- 
nell few hours before died. this sort inci- 
dent which reveals much more the potentialities 
which might have been realized had this work been 
given more attention. 


Whether not one interested the theatre the 
movies, Barrymores makes interesting reading, for 
other reason that takes our minds, temporarily, 
off the storms swirling around us. 


John Coppinger, 
University Maryland, 
College Park, Maryland 


Flack, Ambrose Room for Mr. Roosevelt 
Crowell. Apr. 23, 1951. 244p. $3.00. 


Here pleasant bit spring reading whose true 
nature cleverly camouflaged this very intriguing 
title. Far from being learned essay political history, 
might readily imagined, Room for Mr. Roosevelt 
whimsical little affair about earlier member 
this clan, our twenty-sixth President, Theodore Roose- 
velt. Blending great deal fancy with modicum 
fact, the author imagines what might have happened 
back 1908 when portrait the Chief Executive 
became member certain American household. 


Mrs. Anderson and her three children had made Dad 
birthday present this oil painting which had been 
bought for fifteen dollars from resident the local 
hobo camp. From his place above Dad Anderson’s 
workbench Mr. President gradually assumed the role 
guiding star and household deity. Dad’s 
spiration when commissioned make pair 
jungle boots for the President’s African safari. 
Andrew begins correspondence with T.R. insert- 
ing boyish note the boots; Mrs. Anderson sends 
him loaves her homemade bread, and turn the 
worn out shoes became museum piece the white 
frame house Syringa Street Syracuse. When the 
Andersons found Theodore Larsen the gutter and 
nursed him back health their home, because the 
picture seemed want that way, they were hardly 


issued the Library, University 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
From Here Eternity (IV) Jones Apr. 
Joy Street (I) Keyes Dec. 
The Disenchanted Schulberg Nov. 
The Caine Mutiny (IIb) Wouk Apr. 
Morning Journey (IIb) Hilton Mar. 
New York (IV) Chase Apr. 
Festival (IIb) Priestley Apr. 
The Age Longing Koestler Mar. 
The Balance Wheel (Ila) Caldwell Mar. 
Round the Bend Shute Mar. 
Washington Confidential (IIb) Lait Apr. 
Kon-Tiki (1) Heyerdahl 
His Eye the Sparrow Waters Apr. 
Rommel, the Desert Fox (Ila) Young Feb. 


Mizener Mar. 


The Far Side Paradise (Ila) 


that “Teddy” had brought husband for daugh- 


ter Rosalie. How strange that Andrew was the only 
member the family home when the President 
dropped pay visit fitting climax this light- 
hearted fantasy. 

Although Mr. Flack has succeeded keeping his 
novel relatively lofty plain, free from profanity 
and vulgarisms, occasionally gets his chuckles and 
humorous situations from medium that might prove 
disconcerting some readers. Perhaps has intended 
offense, but several his references Catholic 
practices remind one too much the type humor 
familiar our so-called sophisticated magazines. Even 
not morally objectionable, his attitude times dis- 
plays unfortunate lack respect for persons and 


things sacred. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, 


Miller, David The Chain and the Link 
World. Apr. 23, 1951. 368p. $3.50. 


son Lipman the Child, grows the in- 
tellectual prodigy Gayovka, Jewish community 


Lithuania. When bride, Leah, chosen for him, 


her because the loving little girl does not measure 


student mind. The Chain and the Link primarily pre- 


sents the problem Ezra’s emotional re-adjustment 


conflict between dream and reality, between the 
world the mind and the world matter, between 


man the individual link and society the chain which 


forms part. 


The forging Ezra, the tempering his steel takes 
place the glowing fires the Talmudic tradition. 


The religious spirit upon which the story feeds and 


grows essentially necessary Ezra himself. 
sense, Talmudic tradition and the spirit that tradi- 
tion had created the psychological problem Ezra 
making him what was, man divided against him- 
self. for that same tradition integrate him spir- 
itually, religiously, and psychologically. 
phere religion imperative the narration air 


The atmos- 


breathing fuel fire. 


Miller Budd 


Finally, historical setting the days Napoleon 


and the Czar Alexander serves vivid backdrop 
against which the action takes place. Napoleon slightly 
the decline makes the decision that leads the 
fateful march Moscow. man beginning the 
slow slide self-destruction. 


Yet, The Chain and the Link could not properly 
called exclusively psychological novel, nor ex- 
clusively religious novel, nor yet exclusively histori- 
cal novel. all these blended together 
expert pen. Ezra’s problem breathes and comes pal- 
pitating life the religious ambient the Talmudic 
student. The physical consummation his marriage 
concludes its psychological consummation because 
the working wisdom religion human life and 
because the religiously inspired, tenderly tenacious 
love Leah. History touches these characters and 
their significance bygone day sheds new light 
the life and the problems the present. History, re- 
ligion and life, the three are really one and this the 
novel that successfully makes clear. 


The author deserves much credit for his masterful 
handling what could complicated even 
maudlin theme. preaching, rhetoric, 
has depicted the life Jewish the 
difference between the haves and the have-nots, 
Berish Lippeh who would not submit Rabbinical 
court until Ezra overcame his influence with wisdom. 
Family life and individual life, Ezra’s father, Lipman, 
called the Child because his utter simplicity; Esther, 
Leah’s mother, who would fight even physically for her 
only daughter; and Ezra’s mother, briefly met for 
moment “the wise woman Gayovka”, lady whose 
problem was the opposite Ezra’s and who solved 
much the same way; Ezra leaving his books and migrat- 
ing get nearer the soil, work out his problem with 
the labor his hands and the sweat his brow; and 
much more that human and good can gotten 
from reading these pages. 


The Chain and the Link must restricted adults 
both because its subject matter and because its 
maturely reflective pace. The reader seeking sensation 
excitement not find them here—which means, 
course, that there small chance the novel be- 
coming the best-seller deserves be. The Catholic 
might disagree with one other the observations 
made life general might detect here and 
there notable lack prayer the non-ritualistic 
moments, but nothing can detract from the noble plane 
which fundamental the book. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Depratment Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Budd, Lillian 

Lippincott. May 16, 1951. 317p. $3.00. 
April Snow one those rather arid character novels 
intense whites and blacks which invites soap opera 
hisses for the villain and cheers for the patient, long- 
suffering heroine. Billed story courage rising 
above adversity, true religion [Lutheran] triumphing 
over bigotry, and humanity prevailing over vicissitude”, 


April Snow 


Berke Barrymore Flack 


histories. Weather perturbations the human system 
have long been unknown factor clinical studies— 
why, for example, drug sometimes effective and 
sometimes not—and the science meteorobiology 
seems making headway, not reducing the 
magnitude the unknown factor least finding 
some reproducible effects attributable it. 


The book makes interesting reading and especial 
interest people who deal with the human machine 
directly physicians indirectly pharmacologists, 
etc. Whether one agrees with all parts the book 
not, certainly provocative reading and worth the 
time spent doing so. caution, might said 
that the book should read slowly, perhaps chapter 
time, that the reader may not accept glibness 
expression substitute for statements scientific 


fact. 
Stephen Malaker, Ph.D., 
Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio 


Barrymore, Lionel (As told Cameron Shipp) 
Barrymores 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Apr. 22, 1951. 311p. $3.50. 


Although the title misnomer, since concerned 
primarily with the career Lionel, this biography 
delightfully-written revelation some facets the 
family Barrymore. pithy, anecdotal, and seems 
intentionally casual: Mr. Shipp like protatic char- 
acter old Greek play whom the events are 
told refresh his memory and bring him date. 
And like that same character, the reader takes away 
from the work feeling that has not heard every- 
thing important. However, what has heard has 
liked great deal. 


The strongest impression one derives from reading the 
book the integrity and honesty Lionel: tries 
explain away his famous success the theatre 
series happenstances, “inspired from Very High 
Place”. This latter phase the closest Lionel comes 
achieving any sort moral tone throughout the 
work; intentionally reticent about much his 
inner attitudes, except the art acting (which 
admired Ethel and John high degree), his love 
for art and music, and his despair the current state 
the world. But these are asides rather pro- 
tracted and raffish soliloquy about his own self-detested 
career the legitimate theatre and his self-enjoyed 
career the movies. 


nature indolent and self-indulgent person, Lionel 
reveals that neither nor Jack had any great yearning 
part the Barrymore-Drew tradition. Lionel’s 
great love was and painting; tried Paris for 
four years, trying escape from the stage; but, his 
own admission, was deplorable that returned, 
achieving fame, and later fortune, such plays The 
Copperhead, The Jest, and Peter Ibbetson. From these 
went the more lucrative trade movie-mak- 
ing: they demanded less talent and paid much more 
money. 

Interestingly enough, behind the facade some flip 


badinage, there hidden the traceries more inter- 
esting design which never fully emerges into the clear 


SELLERs 


light. Like some minor theme, keeps recurring 
throughout the work: attempt explain, catch 
the quicksilver which was the personality his dy. 
namic brother, John. Lionel, much the mis 
understanding which exists seems have been result 
promiscuous and unfounded stories about that mag. 
nificent actor. cite one outstanding example, 
popular misconception that Jack died 
labors correct that one: John 
ceived Extreme Unction from Father John 
nell few hours before died. this sort inci- 
dent which reveals much more the potentialities 
which might have been realized had this work been 
given more attention. 


Whether not one interested the theatre the 
movies, Barrymores makes interesting reading, for 
other reason that takes our minds, temporarily, 
off the storms swirling around us. 


John Coppinger, 
University Maryland, 
College Park, Maryland 


Flack, Ambrose Room for Mr. Roosevelt 
Crowell. Apr. 23, 1951. 244p. $3.00. 


Here pleasant bit spring reading whose true 
nature cleverly camouflaged this very intriguing 
title. Far from being learned essay political history, 
might readily imagined, Room for Mr. Roosevelt 
whimsical little affair about earlier member 
this clan, our twenty-sixth President, Theodore Roose- 
velt. Blending great deal fancy with modicum 
fact, the author imagines what might have happened 
back 1908 when portrait the Chief Executive 
became member certain American household. 


Mrs. Anderson and her three children had made Dad 
birthday present this oil painting which had been 
bought for fifteen dollars from resident the local 
hobo camp. From his place above Dad Anderson’s 
workbench Mr. President gradually assumed the role 
guiding star and household deity. Dad’s 
spiration when commissioned make pair 
jungle boots for the President’s African safari. 
Andrew begins correspondence with T.R. insert- 
ing boyish note the boots; Mrs. Anderson sends 
him loaves her homemade bread, and turn the 
worn out shoes became museum piece the white 
frame house Syringa Street Syracuse. When the 
Andersons found Theodore Larsen the gutter and 
nursed him back health their home, because the 
picture seemed want that way, they were hardly 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 

From Here Eternity (IV) Jones Apr. 
Joy Street Keyes Dec. 
The Disenchanted Schulberg Nov. 
The Caine Mutiny (IIb) Wouk Apr. 
Morning Journey (IIb) Hilton Mar. 
New York (IV) Chase Apr. 
Festival (IIb) Priestley Apr. 
The Age Longing (III) Koestler Mar. 
The Balance Wheel (Ila) Caldwell Mar. 
Round the Bend Shute Mar. 

ington Confidential (IIb) Lait Apr. 
His Eye the Sparrow Waters Apr. 
Rommel, the Desert Fox (Ila) Young Feb. 
The Far Side Paradise (Ila) Mizener Mar. 


aware that “Teddy” had brought husband for daugh- 


ter Rosalie. How strange that Andrew was the only 
member the family home when the President 
dropped pay visit fitting climax this light- 
hearted fantasy. 

Although Mr. Flack has succeeded keeping his 
novel relatively lofty plain, free from profanity 
and vulgarisms, occasionally gets his chuckles and 
humorous situations from medium that might prove 
disconcerting some readers. Perhaps has intended 
offense, but several his references Catholic 
practices remind one too much the type humor 
familiar our so-called sophisticated magazines. Even 
not morally objectionable, his attitude times dis- 
plays unfortunate lack respect for persons and 


things sacred. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, 


Miller, David The Chain and the Link 
World. Apr. 23, 1951. 368p. $3.50. 

son Lipman the Child, grows the in- 
tellectual prodigy Gayovka, Jewish community 
Lithuania. When bride, Leah, chosen for him, 
her because the loving little girl does not measure 
the sensuous dream-wife had created his 
student mind. The Chain and the Link primarily pre- 


sents the problem Ezra’s emotional re-adjustment 


conflict between dream and reality, between the 
World the mind and the world matter, between 
man the individual link and society the chain which 
forms 


The forging Ezra, the tempering his steel takes 


place the glowing fires the Talmudic tradition. 
The religious spirit upon which the story feeds and 


grows essentially necessary Ezra himself. 
sense, Talmudic tradition and the spirit that tradi- 
tion had created the psychological problem Ezra 
making him what was, man divided against him- 
self. for that same tradition integrate him spir- 
The atmos- 
Phere religion imperative the narration air 
breathing fuel fire. 


Budd 


Finally, historical setting the days Napoleon 


and the Czar Alexander serves vivid backdrop 
against which the action takes place. Napoleon slightly 
the decline makes the decision that leads the 
fateful march Moscow. man beginning the 
slow slide self-destruction. 


Yet, The Chain and the Link could not properly 
called exclusively psychological novel, nor ex- 
clusively religious novel, nor yet exclusively histori- 
cal novel. all these blended together 
expert pen. Ezra’s problem breathes and comes pal- 
pitating life the religious ambient the Talmudic 
student. The physical consummation his marriage 
concludes its psychological consummation because 
the working wisdom religion human life and 
because the religiously inspired, tenderly tenacious 
love Leah. touches these characters and 
their significance bygone day sheds new light 
the life and the problems the present. History, re- 
ligion and life, the three are really one and this the 
novel that successfully makes clear. 


The author deserves much credit for his masterful 
handling what could complicated even 
maudlin theme. Without preaching, without rhetoric, 
has depicted the life Jewish community, the 
difference between the haves and the have-nots, 
Berish Lippeh who would not submit Rabbinical 
court until Ezra overcame his influence with wisdom. 
Family life and individual life, Ezra’s father, Lipman, 
called the Child because his utter simplicity; Esther, 
Leah’s mother, who would fight even physically for her 
only daughter; and Ezra’s mother, briefly met for 
moment “the wise woman lady whose 
problem was the opposite Ezra’s and who solved 
much the same way; Ezra leaving his books and migrat- 
ing get nearer the soil, work out his problem with 
the labor his hands and the sweat his brow; and 
much more that human and good can gotten 
from reading these pages. 


The Chain and the Link must restricted adults 
both because its subject matter and because its 
maturely reflective pace. The reader seeking sensation 
excitement not find them here—which means, 
course, that there small chance the novel be- 
coming the best-seller deserves be. The Catholic 
might disagree with one other the observations 
made life general might detect here and 
there notable lack prayer the non-ritualistic 
moments, but nothing can detract from the noble plane 
which fundamental the book. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Depratment Romance Languages, 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Budd, Lillian 

Lippincott. May 16, 1951. 317p. $3.00. 
April Snow one those rather arid character novels 
intense whites and blacks which invites soap opera 
hisses for the villain and cheers for the patient, long- 
suffering heroine. Billed story courage rising 
above adversity, true religion [Lutheran] triumphing 
over bigotry, and humanity prevailing over vicissitude”, 


April Snow 


wants chiefly for provocative stylistic color. The 
people involved, whose personal problems must carry 
the interest, never reach believable flesh-and-blood 
status; consequently, attention their affairs 
duced appreciably. 


Whatever value the book has lies its translation 
the centuries-old traditions followed family 
bleak island off the coast Sweden. There the faith- 
ful, uncomplaining Sigrid—a veritable Lucia under- 
standing her eleven children, mere source ex- 
ploitation her lustful husband Peter—takes her 
daily tasks weaving, cooking and farming with in- 
domitable nobility. The difficult path her unhappy 
marriage eased for time the unfailing support 
her grandfather, and some comfort see her out- 
live the useless Peter experience eventual love and 
protection. ever the meek deserved inherit the 
earth, surly Sigrid should among the deserving few! 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


Osusky, Stefan The Way the Free 
Dutton. May 11, 1951. 320p. $3.75. 


Mr. Osusky one the prominent figures our time, 
which played dramatic part the forties when 
left the Czech Legation Paris and fled London, 
serve his Government exile. For this reason alone, 
The Way the Free deserves our greatest attention. 
But Mr. Osusky’s book not only the work diplo- 
mat and statesman. also the work philos- 
opher—a philosopher history. raises many cru- 
cial points regarding East and West, and their destinies, 
which cannot solved even clearly understood, 
the field politics, diplomacy and international law 


not that Mr. Osusky belittles this field, but 
deeply aware, that peoples grow and develop, 


wither away and disintegrate, according the spiritual 
forces and the ethical foundations which they have 
particular perhaps true Russia, which forms the 
main topic Mr. Osusky’s discussion: Russia, which 
has, the author shows us, accumulated great treas- 
ures spiritual energy, idealism, inspiration, and then 
squandered them ruthlessly, becoming par excellence, 
the land tyranny and slavery. And yet, can deny 
Russia’s spiritual and cultural achievements the 
Bolshevik coup d’Etat? spite certain superficial 
judgments and hasty conclusions, Russia has accumu- 
lated legacy, which, for all the criminal squandering 
her present day leaders, not exhausted: “Russian 
civilization,” writes Mr. Osusky, “is not young age 
and its course was determined long ago. Russia’s cul- 
ture was modeled the Orthodox religion, garbed 
Platonic and Democritean system thought, which, 
the critical moment her mental development, left 
indelible mark upon her which even the Bolshevik 
Revolution will never able erase.” 


Russia’s brilliant 19th century culture, from Pushkin 
Dostoyevsky and Tolstoy, should her 
final liberation from the fetters Stalinism. But the 
cultural tradition not enough; there should some- 
thing more, the will crush all totalitarianism, “put 
end metaphysical despotism all its forms”, 


Wachtel. 


Best SELLERs 


deny once for all “the imposition 
ophy history”. And Mr. Osusky goes say, 
that the Russian people have actually never been in- 
fected with this “sham philosophy”: i.e., 
Why? Because “the Russian people never identify 
themselves with the State with the 
This fact rarely realized those unaware what 
Mr. Osusky calls the “mental structure the 
However, was pointed out number Russian 
religious thinkers, including Konstantin Aksakov, whom 
Mr. Osusky has read attentively and quotes knowingly, 
This means other words: “Government Russia 
has been synonymous with the state but the two were 
never synonymous with the people.” 
indication,” Mr. Osusky writes, “that the Soviet Gov- 
ernment has succeeded miracle 
fundamentally modifying the mind the Russian and 
making him feel one with the Government.” 
statement belies the usual opinion, that the Russian 
people are one with Stalin. Mr. Osusky’s book 
clarifies many other points with similar perspicacity 
and scholarship. True, also shows less 
ing manifestations and implications contemporary 
historic facts. But one hand, the author inspires 
with the hope, that after long struggle, the Rus 
sian may regain some day “the way the free”; and 
describes the other hand, the spiritual and 
ethical forces another people—the American people, 
which are play decisive role this struggle for 


freedom. 
Helene Iswolsky, 
Fordham Institute Contemporary 
Russian Studies, 


New York, New York 


Wachtel, Curt 
The Idea Psychosomatic Medicine 
Froben. Apr. 30, 1951. 218p. $5.00. 


This book purports meet challenge, medical 
challenge. era which knowledge material 
things and specialized skills are glorified, which 
medicine too often disdains the intangible, the un- 
measurable, Dr. Wachtel states, felt that should 
take the side the spirit and aim medicine 
which the needs the body, psyche, and the soul are 
equally recognized”. 

Specialization, going hand hand with practical 
materialism has made the full view the patient 
true unit impossible. the soul not denied, 
least disregarded modern scientific medicine. And 
yet the patient not merely body, psyche, but 
composite the physical and psychical animated 
immaterial soul. The ideal physician treats the 
patient the concrete unit that is, not mental 
abstraction. “But the ideal physician not with us,” 
says the author. 

Even psychosomatic medicine itself defective, when, 
does largely today, concerns itself only with the 
somatic and the psychic. The psyche not the human 
soul. is, the author states, akin the Thomistic 
sensitive and vegetative soul, the sum total the 
functions the nervous and glandular apparatus, 
again, the emotional system. This composite the 
physical and the psychical informed, governed and 
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turn affects the intellectual soul. Integral medicine, 
then, aims basically the maintainence restoration 
the domination the intellectual soul over the 
human composite. This the ideal medicine. And 
this ideal was more closely approached the small 
country doctor contact with the joys and sorrows, 
hopes and fears his patients than will ever reached 
the specialist who sees every human glorified 
eye, kidney bundle neuroses. this matter 
the author’s treatment confession, extreme unction, 
grace are truly objective and commendable, also his 
handling ethical questions euthanasia, abortion, 
birth-control, artificial insemination. 


The author’s task not easy one. comes 
with wide knowledge philosophy, religion, ethics, 
science, history, medicine, both somatic 
His book suffers perhaps from lack depth some 
these fields, but his obviously specialized point 
view would explain some that. There are terms 
savoring materialistic determinism side side with 
adequate view the Scholastic concept the 
intellectual soul the form the body. says 
openly that adopts this concept because the Thom- 
istic soul serves well the medical soul. However 
but one concept among many, and preferred for 
reasons fact alone. The Catholic Church herself, 
says, has changed her philosophical concepts the 
past, she may again. One hopes that the doctor 
not referring the Church’s doctrine the soul, 
spiritual and immortal, the form the body. The 
doctor’s concern with philosophy and religion prag- 
matic—what can tribute medicine. This legiti- 
mate point view, but contains the dangers any 
specialized view subject, the author pains 
point out clearly the field medicine. 


Despite these difficulties, the author has undoubtedly 
taken step that deserves praise. has seen grave 
need the field knows best and has bravely 
sought the solution ideas that are not always popular 
medical and non-medical circles. 


Edward Sponga, 
Department Philosophy, 
University Scranton 


Madeleva, Sister M., C.S.C. 

Lost Language and Other Essays Chaucer 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 28, 1951. 147p. $2.25. 
This little book Chaucerian comment quietly and 
lovingly made Sister Madeleva performs—in spite 
her disclaimer—a worthwhile service the field 
scholarship. First, many the essays deal with the 
“lesser”, or, least, the less popular works Chaucer 
(the Treatise the Astrolabe, Troilus and 
Criseyde), and reminds that there more 
Chaucer than the Tales. Then Chaucer, like St. 

omas More, the darling subject good deal 
excited investigation these days, and, like him again, 
the unfortunate position speaking language 
that indeed almost lost upon those very critics and 
teaders who praise him most. The reference here 
not Chaucer’s Middle English nor More’s Latin, 
but the spiritual language the Middle Ages, fash- 
ioned the alphabet the Christian Faith, peni- 


tence, confession, devotion Mary, chivalry 
and courtly love. Sister Madeleva’s service that she 
suggests the modern critic how much Chaucer— 
much more than commonly suspected—is under- 
stood only these terms. she puts it, “Chaucer, 
being Catholic, went confession. This much 
more than saying that went Flanders France 
Italy”. This the theme. For all libraries, hoary 
and venerable scholars, fledgling critics, enthusiastic 
indifferent Chaucer readers, this book must. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 


Redden and Ryan Intercultural Education 


Bruce. 1951. 176p. $3.00. 


first glance the title the general reader may 
think this small work interest only profes- 
sional educators, public officials churchmen. Such 
far from the case. Redden and Ryan have set forth 
clearly the means which intergroup relationships 
can promoted effectively the school, but have also 
shown that the responsibility every community 
agency, the home, the church, the school, and every 
individual promote international understanding and 
further proper intergroup relations the sphere 
his living. Any reader interested living Chris- 
tian democratic manner will interested this book. 


The authors have developed the thesis that democratic 
living community consistent with the observa- 
tion true Christian principles. They show that 
clear understanding the problems, culture and ideals 
all nations together with consistent application 
the principles the moral law human relationships 
can resolve misunderstanding between community 
groups; and the same formula can settle national mis- 
understanding and extend true freedom peoples 
throughout the world. 


The informative chapter (V), UNESCO and Inter- 
cultural Education, review the various programs 
UNESCO: the 1947 Program, the 1948 Program, the 
UNESCO Seminar, Mexico City, Utrecht, Beirut and 
Paris Conferences. Reference made the excellent 
report Reverend Edward Rooney, S.J., Executive 
Director the Jesuit Educational Association, offi- 
cial observer for the NCEA the conferences. The 
inescapable conclusion gained from this review 
and the report Father Rooney that UNESCO 
must abandon its materialism, atheism and pragmatism, 
and consistently apply its study national cultural 
differences the basic principles the moral law. 


Redden and Ryan have made unique contribution 
education their work; its worth lies not only the 
force and lucidity their explanation the objectives 
and principles intercultural education, but equally 
much the fact that they have given the interested 
educator kind handbook materials and methods 
follow the proper placement intercultural edu- 
cation among the social studies. 


Lawrence Lennon, Ph.D., 

Department Education 
and Psychology, 

University Scranton 
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Baumgardt, Carola 
Johannes Kepler—Life and Letters 
Philosophical Library. Feb. 21, 1951. $3.75. 


always difficult present complete picture 
man Kepler’s magnitude from his letters alone. 
was prolific writer letters; some them con- 
tain many three thousand words. Yet wrote 
them friends and scientists who contemporaries 
were familiar with the observed facts and the spirit 
his day. author who wishes edit these letters 
for biographical sketch slightly under 200 pages 
must select and condense their contents almost ruth- 
lessly until only the meaty paragraphs remain. 
reader who looking for detailed account Kepler’s 
life from collection such excerpts from his letters 
must rely great measure the continuity which 
the author who has made the selection provides. 
clear this book that the author has failed show 
sufficient evidence Kepler’s great ability scientist. 
reading the book one gets the impression that the 
author was rather impatient perusing the letters 
which Kepler discussed his theories the solar system, 
the origin comets, the nature sun spots and the 
problems chronology. Many the selections 
the other hand seem irrelevant and too general. One 
left with the feeling the greater importance 
Kepler’s troubles with his royal employers rather than 
the phases his life which have entitled him 
fame. The author seems unaware the existence 
(1944) which contains almost all the biographical 
data presented here and addition, excellent criti- 
cal discussion Kepler’s scientific thought and work. 


Francis Heyden, 
Georgetown College Observatory, 
Washington 


Spring, Gerald The Return from Babel 
Philosophical Library. 188p. $3.50. 


Social historians reveal that the most marked product 
the Renaissance was the development the trait 
individualism. This quality manifested itself man- 
kind’s approach religion, politics, art and culture. 
There was transposition emphasis from medieval 
universalism modern egocentrism. 


Although individualism natural outgrowth man’s 
inward dignity given him God, unbridled indi- 
vidualism soon degenerated into selfishness, egotism, 
and separatism. reposes the genesis today’s 
statism politics, denominationalism religion, and 
abstractism art forms with meanings known only 
their creators. 


The author this volume clearly recognizes this prob- 
lem proposes return from the self-made Babel 
individual isolationism. His portrayal the harm 
wrought four centuries egotistic striving 
world devoid brotherhood done with honest re- 
straint. The hydrogen-bomb and its implications rep- 
resents him the total achievement obtained men 
who sought live their lives alone and they like. 
Mr. Spring’s phrases reecho Plato, More, Swift 


Baumgardt Spring Partch 


their Utopias pure reason. contends that the 
present era the last milestone from which the return 
universalism limited sort can made. 


The thoughtful reader can scarcely disagree with the 
main threads the author’s diagnosis. must, 
ever, disagree with the clinical method cure 
gested. Mr. Spring pragmatist. His authorities 
and their opinions are entirely pragmatic. There 
ruling-out faith and complete dependence 
sociology and the scientific method the ways best 
calculated remove individual suspicions and rivalries 
favor understanding brotherhood men. This 
book just another vain effort obey the second great 
commandment God, without due reference the 
first and most important one. 


Among individual deficiencies which can noted 
certain lack objectivity strange phenomenon 
one who relies surely ‘on the sociological ap- 
proach) Spring’s descriptions the groups which 
cause social tension. The Catholic Church, Puritan, 
Protestantism, Zionism and kindred bodies are evalu- 
ated according the author’s rather 
opinion. There too great tendency jump from 
the possible the positive stand philosophic 
ments. addition, this work not the clearest 
treatise this subject ever composed. revision 
stylistic devices would aid the work’s apprehension 
the average audience. Mr. Spring has noticeable 
habit beginning paragraph with one notion and 
ending the same paragraph different topic. 
general, this book possesses the atmosphere 
toral dissertation, pedantic footnotes and all. 


The Return from Babel not for the general reader. 
does demonstrate the typical modern approach 
the current era’s problems from the pragmatic level. 
But scarcely presages successful solution with such 
inconsequential tools. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D. 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Partch, Virgil Franklin Here Again 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Mar. 16, 1951. $1.00. 


You all know Partch. He’s the cartoonist whose people 
always present their profile side, even when you 
them head-on. Well, he’s beaten all the other 
toonists the punch and has issued the first 
book World War III humor. None grim; all 
has with induction and training camp 
routine; and some funny. Veterans will recog- 
nize character and situation with non-nostalgic 
ment. Draftees may stand aghast these revelations 
what the army holds store for them. 
plain civilians will remain far ever removed from 
true understanding military life. good book for 
some civic organizations buy and donate army post 
libraries. Fitting, too, some anterooms. But 
wise, wait until you can see copy for free. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 
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